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As some of my longtime readers will already know, over the¬
past twenty-eight years or so, I have devoted a considerable¬
amount of time and energy to the Bill's Bible Basics online¬
ministry. I have likewise invested quite a large sum of money¬
in it as well towards necessary hardware upgrades, software¬
upgrades, annual domain name registrations, Internet access,¬
the extra electricity that is used by my computers and other¬
ministry-related expenses. Considering that except for a few¬
faithful supporters who have come to my aid over the years,¬
this has basically been -- and really continues to be -- a¬
one-man operation. Honestly speaking, it truly is a miracle¬
of God's wonderful provision that Bill's Bible Basics remains¬
online after all these years. In fact, in late 2020, I was¬
inspired to create its sister ministry, called the Christian¬
Social Network, as well. Thank the Lord!¬
¬
However, as I point out in a number of my articles -- such as¬



"Money-Making Bible Hucksters and Mammon" -- I honestly don't¬
care if I never earn any money from this ministry, because I¬
am not trying to, and that is not what I am about whatsoever.¬
In other words, I am not motivated by personal financial gain¬
-- or filthy lucre, as the Bible refers to it -- and profit,¬
as we are warned against in the following group of New¬
Testament verses:¬
¬
"Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre;¬
but patient, not a brawler, not covetous . . . Likewise must¬
the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much¬
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;"¬
1 Timothy 3:3, 8, KJV¬
¬
"For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not¬
selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker,¬
not given to filthy lucre . . . Whose mouths must be¬
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which¬
they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake."¬
Titus 1:7, 11, KJV¬
¬
"Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the¬
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for¬
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;"¬
1 Peter 5:2, KJV¬
¬
So for me personally, my primary interest is -- and always¬
has been -- simply to share what I believe may be the truth¬
regarding God's Word. My primary task as a Christian writer¬
and online evangelist is to remain faithful to the Lord's¬
command -- that is, the Great Commission -- as we find it¬
revealed in Bible verses such as the following:¬
¬
"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the¬
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end¬
come."¬
Matthew 24:14, KJV¬
¬
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in¬
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy¬
Ghost:"¬
Matthew 28:19, KJV¬
¬
"And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved¬
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:¬
And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached¬
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."¬



Luke 24:46-47, KJV¬
¬
"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach¬
the gospel to every creature."¬
Mark 16:15, KJV¬
¬
"Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God,¬
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent."¬
John 6:29, KJV¬
¬
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained¬
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your¬
fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the¬
Father in my name, he may give it you."¬
John 15:16, KJV¬
¬
"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is¬
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in¬
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the¬
uttermost part of the earth."¬
Acts 1:8, KJV¬
¬
"And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you,¬
but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from¬
house to house . . . Therefore watch, and remember, that by¬
the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one¬
night and day with tears."¬
Acts 20:20, 31, KJV¬
¬
"How then shall they call on him in whom they have not¬
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they¬
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?¬
And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is¬
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the¬
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things . . .¬
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of¬
God."¬
Romans 10:14-15, 17, KJV¬
¬
"For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of:¬
for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I¬
preach not the gospel!"¬
1 Corinthians 9:16, KJV¬
¬
"Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him¬
that teacheth in all good things."¬
Galatians 6:6, KJV¬



¬
"Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the¬
love which ye have to all the saints, For the hope which is¬
laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the¬
word of the truth of the gospel; Which is come unto you, as¬
it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth¬
also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the¬
grace of God in truth:"¬
Colossians 1:4-6, KJV¬
¬
"And the things that thou hast heard of me among many¬
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall¬
be able to teach others also."¬
2 Timothy 2:2, KJV¬
¬
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;¬
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and¬
doctrine."¬
2 Timothy 4:2, KJV¬
¬
If you are interested in learning a little more regarding the¬
early history of the Bill's Bible Basics online ministry, let¬
me suggest that you consider reading my two-part article "The¬
Internet: Our Final Frontier; Your Last Chance?".¬
¬
If there is one lesson which I have personally learned over¬
the many years that I have studied the Holy Scriptures, and¬
shared God's Word with others, it is that it is imperative¬
that we all maintain a very healthy dose of humility in our¬
understanding of the Bible. This is particularly true when¬
we are discussing prophetic events. As I have said before,¬
until something actually happens, we really don't know with¬
absolute certainty, and for anyone to claim otherwise, and¬
to boast that they have figured it all out, is really just¬
foolishness.¬
¬
Let's be honest here. Trying to properly understand where¬
particular prophetic events should be placed in God's Divine¬
Timeline is not an easy task. Even being an expert in human¬
history -- which I am not -- sometimes does not suffice; the¬
reason being that some portions of God's Word are just that¬
cryptic, and that profound, and perhaps it is not time for us¬
to understand them yet, despite the claims that are now being¬
made by some people. I am reminded of the following verses:¬
¬
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways¬
my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than¬



the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my¬
thoughts than your thoughts."¬
Isaiah 55:8-9, KJV¬
¬
"Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders¬
without number."¬
Job 9:10, KJV¬
¬
"O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of¬
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past¬
finding out!"¬
Romans 11:33, KJV¬
¬
"Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered,¬
seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought¬
to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be¬
the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become¬
such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every¬
one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness:¬
for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are¬
of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses¬
exercised to discern both good and evil."¬
Hebrews 5:11-14, KJV¬
¬
"As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these¬
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which¬
they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also¬
the other scriptures, unto their own destruction."¬
2 Peter 3:16, KJV¬
¬
Furthermore, aside from the fact that God's Word is just so¬
profound, as I explain in other articles, such as "Happy¬
Hanukkah and Merry Christmas?" and "The Psalm 83 War False¬
Doctrine Exposed!", what complicates the interpretation of¬
Biblical prophecy even more is the fact that approximately¬
three thousand years have passed since some of these ancient¬
prophecies were first written. We need to consider this point¬
in conjunction with the fact that we simply do not possess a¬
clear, accurate, historical record of every single event that¬
has occurred since ancient times. While a lot of historical¬
records -- such as clay tablets, papyrus scrolls, stelae,¬
jars and wall inscriptions -- have been preserved, they are¬
by no means complete. Thus, there are some serious gaps in¬
our understanding, and how we view the ancient world.¬
¬
There is another reason why the odds are stacked against us¬
when it comes to fully and properly understanding some of the¬



ancient prophecies. Not only are ancient historical records¬
not complete in every case, but they are seriously biased as¬
well. This has a lot to do with ancient politics whereby a¬
certain conquering power would often strive to destroy all¬
evidence of the people whom they had conquered. They would¬
also manipulate the records of their own history, so that¬
such records would be viewed in the most positive light by¬
future generations.¬
¬
Let us not be too quick to forget that history is quite often¬
written by the victor. This means that what we accept as bona¬
fide historical facts may very well be skewed, without any of¬
us even realizing it. Needless-to-say, this very same kind of¬
historical revisionism occurs in our modern day as well, and¬
we are being psychologically manipulated every single day of¬
our lives by politicians, by religionists, by teachers, etc.¬
¬
Finally, historians are simply not perfect. Their words are¬
not the Words of God, and they can be wrong. While a modern¬
historian may be accurate with some of the dates which he¬
proposes, just as easily, he could be way off the mark by as¬
many as dozens or hundreds of years with other dates. If you¬
conduct a lot of research -- as I do when I write some of my¬
articles -- you will quickly discover that there is actually¬
a considerable amount of disagreement amongst historians and¬
scholars, and similar individuals, when it comes to names,¬
dates, events, dynasties, etc. Add to this the fact that¬
ancient rulers were known by different names in different¬
languages by different cultures, and trying to sort it all¬
out can be a real research nightmare.¬
¬
Taking all of the aforementioned facts into consideration, I¬
hope that you can now understand that it is no easy task to¬
separate those prophecies which have already been fulfilled,¬
from those which yet remain to be fulfilled. In other words,¬
if we don't know the complete history of a particular culture¬
-- every leader who has ever lived, every war which they may¬
have fought, etc. -- how can any of us possibly affirm with¬
one hundred per cent certitude and confidence whether or not¬
a Biblical prophecy may have been fulfilled in them, by them¬
or through them?¬
¬
Please understand that my purpose in sharing this information¬
with you is not to discourage you from studying eschatology¬
-- that is, the study of prophetic events and the end of all¬
things -- but rather to help you to simply be honest with¬
yourself, and to realize that you simply don't know it all. I¬



most certainly do not, and I for one am not afraid to admit¬
it. I sometimes tell my readers that I embrace what I like to¬
refer to as an "evolving theology". In other words, I am not¬
so rigid in my beliefs -- particularly my opinions regarding¬
Bible prophecy -- that I will refuse to change them, if and¬
when the Lord clearly reveals to me that I have been mistaken¬
regarding something. I am not afraid to change direction, and¬
teach something different, if God's Word sheds new light on a¬
particular issue. However, be advised that I must personally¬
be convinced by His Word, and not by anyone or anything else.¬
¬
To reiterate what I stated earlier, we all must be willing¬
to demonstrate a bit of personal humility when it comes to¬
the discussion of God's Word; particularly when it has to do¬
with Bible prophecies; because in my view, prophecy -- and¬
its accurate fulfillment -- is undoubtedly one of the most¬
difficult things to understand in the Scriptures. If we fail¬
to do this, if we don't adopt an attitude of humility in our¬
understanding, we may possibly embarrass ourselves at some¬
point in the future. I will be discussing this issue more at¬
length in just a moment.¬
¬
Now, I believe that we each possess different pieces of the¬
Scriptural puzzle, and the prophetic puzzle as well. No one¬
possesses the entire puzzle or knows it all; not me, not you,¬
not any of us. Just because you are Jewish and happen to know¬
Hebrew does not mean that you necessarily understand it all.¬
In similar fashion, just because you are Greek and obviously¬
know Greek -- although not necessarily Koine Greek, which is¬
the common language of the New Testament -- doesn't guarantee¬
that you understand it all either. The same rule applies to¬
Roman Catholics, Jehovah's Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists,¬
Mormons, Evangelicals and anyone else who has the audacity to¬
assume that they possess a monopoly on Scriptural truth.¬
¬
As I mention in "The Only Credentials You Need!", if someone¬
approaches you from a famous Bible college -- or seminary --¬
please don't automatically assume that they know what they are¬
talking about just because they try to impress you with their¬
long list of credentials. As I explain in that article, going¬
to a theological seminary could possibly be the worst decision¬
that a person makes; because by the time they receive their¬
diploma, they will be so heavily indoctrinated to believe and¬
think a certain way, that they won't be able to understand or¬
accept anything that is outside of that frame of reference. If¬
they attended a Baptist seminary, for example, they will only¬
be able to understand things from a Baptist point of view. It¬



doesn't matter which church or denomination runs a seminary.¬
Whichever one it is, that person will parrot their particular¬
doctrines, and walk their walk, no matter what.¬
¬
In other words, much like the public school system that turns¬
out zombified students year after year who are all taught to¬
act and think the same way, seminaries are likewise cookie¬
cutter schools. A person is really paying that Bible college¬
to mold their mind exactly the way that the people who run¬
the school want them to think and believe. There is really no¬
room for the leading of the Holy Spirit, who Jesus promised¬
us would guide us into all truth, and reveal the deep things¬
of God's Word to us, as we see by the following verses:¬
¬
"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father¬
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and¬
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said¬
unto you."¬
John 14:26, KJV¬
¬
"Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will¬
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;¬
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he¬
will shew you things to come."¬
John 16:13, KJV¬
¬
"But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was¬
preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it¬
of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of¬
Jesus Christ."¬
Galatians 1:11-12, KJV¬
¬
"That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,¬
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the¬
knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being¬
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his¬
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance¬
in the saints,"¬
Ephesians 1:17-18, KJV¬
¬
"If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God¬
which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he¬
made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few¬
words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge¬
in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made¬
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his¬
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles¬



should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers¬
of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof I was made a¬
minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given¬
unto me by the effectual working of his power."¬
Ephesians 3:2-7, KJV¬
¬
In contradiction to everything that I have just stated, if¬
anyone honestly believes that they know it all and possesses¬
every single piece of the Scriptural puzzle -- including the¬
prophetic puzzle -- then in my view, not only are they just¬
deceiving themselves, but they are also lifted up in their¬
own pride and vanity. As we learn from the Scriptures, this¬
problematic spirit and attitude existed two thousand years¬
ago, and it continues to plague the modern Church today as¬
well. Believe it or not, a person can have too much knowledge,¬
so that it actually poisons his ego, and deceives his mind.¬
Consider the following group of verses:¬
¬
"Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to¬
be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be¬
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.¬
For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own¬
craftiness . . . Therefore let no man glory in men"¬
1 Corinthians 3:18-19, 21, KJV¬
¬
"And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred¬
to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn¬
in us not to think of men above that which is written, that¬
no one of you be puffed up for one against another. For who¬
maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that¬
thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why¬
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?"¬
1 Corinthians 4:6-7, KJV¬
¬
". . . we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth¬
up, but charity edifieth. And if any man think that he¬
knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to¬
know."¬
1 Corinthians 8:1-2, KJV¬
¬
"And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all¬
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith,¬
so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am¬
nothing . . . Charity never faileth: but whether there be¬
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they¬
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish¬
away."¬



1 Corinthians 13:2, 8, KJV¬
¬
"Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary¬
humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those¬
things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his¬
fleshly mind,"¬
Colossians 2:18, KJV¬
¬
"From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain¬
jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding¬
neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm."¬
1 Timothy 1:6-7, KJV¬
¬
The Book of Proverbs offers us a stiff warning regarding¬
those people who foolishly become puffed up in their own¬
pride, as we see by this verse:¬
¬
"Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit¬
before a fall."¬
Proverbs 16:18, KJV¬
¬
So exactly what is the solution to this problem? Well, it is¬
exactly as I have been saying all along. We must display some¬
honest humility, and humbly walk before the Lord, no matter¬
how much we think we know, as we see by the following verses.¬
Because if we don't, the Lord will surely take matters into¬
His own hands:¬
¬
"For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that¬
humbleth himself shall be exalted."¬
Luke 14:11, KJV¬
¬
"Submit yourselves therefore to God . . . Humble yourselves¬
in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up."¬
James 4:7, 10, KJV¬
¬
"Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God,¬
that he may exalt you in due time:"¬
1 Peter 5:6, KJV¬
¬
Maintaining the level of humility that the Lord requires of¬
us is not always easy. After all, we are all human; and thus¬
we are all born with a sinful nature. As a result, that old¬
pride just loves to pop up whenever it can, just like one of¬
those stubborn jack-in-the-boxes. Sadly, I have visited many¬
websites where the author will boastfully exclaim, "Oh, I've¬
got the truth! I have received a special, unique revelation¬



from God! This is the very first time that this information¬
is ever being revealed to the world! It has been hidden from¬
us for literally centuries! I guarantee that you won't find¬
this kind of information on any other website! I am unique!¬
I am the one and only! I am God's prophet! Everyone else is¬
wrong except me!"¬
¬
Have you ever come across a site like that? If so, have you¬
been smart enough to make a quick escape at the closest exit?¬
Or have you foolishly allowed yourself to be drawn into their¬
web of deception? I certainly hope that you didn't give them¬
your money as well! In addition to the many self-proclaimed¬
prophets, seers and psychics who have established themselves¬
on the web, I hope you realize that some of those Christian¬
mega-sites are affiliated with affluent churches or religious¬
organizations which have piles of money at their disposal.¬
Similar to the seminaries we discussed a moment ago, their¬
primary interest is to promote the particular doctrines of¬
their denomination, so please be very careful. Confirm that¬
what you read is in agreement with God's Word, and reject the¬
doctrines and traditions of men.¬
¬
In contrast to the spirit of exclusivity which is common to¬
many churches, religious organizations and cults, I believe¬
that it is only in coming together and sharing what we have¬
each learned from God's Word -- as many of us already do by¬
way of the various social networks -- that we can all obtain¬
a clearer understanding of the prophetic picture. Now, while¬
it is obviously true that we are not always going to see¬
eye-to-eye on every single Biblical point -- because we are¬
all different and our backgrounds and life experiences will¬
affect how we understand the Scriptures -- at least we are¬
talking and discussing, and making our ideas available for¬
each other's consideration, instead of merely hoarding what¬
we have learned. Of course, even the social networks are not¬
free of profiteers, false prophets and overbearing people,¬
so please be very careful wherever you happen to engage in¬
online fellowship, because wolves in sheep's clothing¬
abound, and they will have you for lunch if you let them.¬
¬
In my view, perhaps one of the most negative affects of this¬
proud, know-it-all spirit and attitude, is how it can really¬
harm the Lord's Work overall. As I explain in such articles¬
as "The Misguided End of the World Predictions of Harold¬
Camping", "Sorry . . . Jesus Is Not Coming at Any Moment",¬
and "Comet Elenin, Hercolubus, Nibiru, and Planet X", it is¬
precisely because certain preachers and teachers have been¬



so foolish as to make specific date predictions which have¬
failed to come to pass, that not only has our faith been¬
mocked by the unbelieving world, but many of our Christian¬
brethren have likewise become doctrinally confused by these¬
"trumpets" which make an "uncertain sound", as the Apostle¬
Paul tells us in the verses below:¬
¬
"And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or¬
harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how¬
shall it be known what is piped or harped? For if the¬
trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself¬
to the battle?"¬
1 Corinthians 14:7-8, KJV¬
¬
While Paul was writing specifically about the Gift of Tongues¬
in those verses, and the need for interpreters, we can apply¬
the same principle to our discussion concerning prophecy as¬
well. There is such a plethora of interpretations today, not¬
to mentioned the army of misguided, wannabe false prophets,¬
that it is no wonder that so many of our Christian brethren¬
are confused, and don't know what to believe. Oh that we¬
could all live by verses such as the following:¬
¬
". . . Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren¬
to dwell together in unity!"¬
Psalm 133:1, KJV¬
¬
"Two are better than one; because they have a good reward¬
for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his¬
fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he¬
hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together,¬
then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? And if¬
one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a¬
threefold cord is not quickly broken."¬
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, KJV¬
¬
"And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the¬
world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine¬
own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be¬
one, as we are . . . That they all may be one; as thou,¬
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one¬
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.¬
And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that¬
they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in¬
me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world¬
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as¬
thou hast loved me."¬



John 17:11, 21-23, KJV¬
¬
"And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them¬
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there¬
shall be one fold, and one shepherd."¬
John 10:16, KJV¬
¬
"That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even¬
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."¬
Romans 15:6, KJV¬
¬
"Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus¬
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be¬
no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined¬
together in the same mind and in the same judgment."¬
1 Corinthians 1:10, KJV¬
¬
"Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good¬
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love¬
and peace shall be with you."¬
2 Corinthians 13:11, KJV¬
¬
"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye¬
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With¬
all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing¬
one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the¬
Spirit in the bond of peace . . . That we henceforth be no¬
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with¬
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning¬
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But¬
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all¬
things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole¬
body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every¬
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the¬
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the¬
edifying of itself in love."¬
Ephesians 4:1-3, 14-16, KJV¬
¬
"Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of¬
Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent,¬
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one¬
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the¬
gospel;"¬
Philippians 1:27, KJV¬
¬
"Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same¬
love, being of one accord, of one mind."¬



Philippians 2:2, KJV¬
¬
Please go to part two for the conclusion of this article.¬
¬
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¬
¬
Continuing our discussion from part one, at this point, some¬
of you may possibly be thinking to yourselves, "Now wait a¬
minute! You are criticizing all of these other people. Why¬
should I trust you? What makes you any different from them?¬
Why should I believe you, or even accept the things that you¬



teach? Aren't you just setting yourself up on a pedestal as¬
if you are somebody special?" My friends, I certainly hope¬
not; because if I am, then I have no doubt in my mind that¬
just as we saw with the verses that I shared with you in¬
part one, God will knock me down flat on my back, and that¬
right soon! He is a jealous God, and He will not have any¬
gods before Him, including teachers of His Word.¬
¬
For the record, I by no means consider myself to be any kind¬
of a Prophet of God, and I have never publicly referred to¬
myself as a Prophet either. Just contemplating that thought¬
makes me feel very uncomfortable. Even when people refer to¬
me as a "man of God" on the web, I feel quite undeserving of¬
the title or description, or whatever it is. In contrast, it¬
really alarms me to see how many individuals so freely assign¬
themselves such honorific titles as Apostle and Prophet on¬
the Internet. Due to my involvement in a number of the social¬
networks, it doesn't escape me how many folks actually engage¬
in such foolish self-promotion.¬
¬
As some of you will already know, many prophecies also abound¬
on the social networks. Some of them are prophecies regarding¬
financial blessings, while others predict soon-coming events.¬
Then there are those prophecies which promise people coming¬
breakthroughs. Personally, I can't help but wonder how many¬
of said prophecies are really from the Lord, and how many are¬
simply the result of someone's self-deception, and listening¬
to their own minds, or perhaps even listening to Satan or his¬
evil minions. No doubt some of you will be surprised by this¬
remark. Allow me to encourage you to read my article entitled¬
"The Office of Prophets and Teachers".¬
¬
As for my person, I view myself simply as one of the Lord's¬
many scribes and teachers who is trying his best to gain a¬
more perfect knowledge of the Word of Truth, so that I can¬
freely share that knowledge with others. As I have shared¬
with some of my online friends, it gives me no greater joy¬
than to share the Word of God with others. This is what I¬
live for, and this is what I have dedicated the majority of¬
the past fifty years of my life to doing. I am reminded of¬
the following verse where the precious seed represents God's¬
Word:¬
¬
"He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,¬
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his¬
sheaves with him."¬
Psalm 126:6, KJV¬



¬
Concerning a more perfect knowledge, consider the following¬
verse that is found in the Book of Acts:¬
¬
"And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect¬
knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When¬
Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the¬
uttermost of your matter."¬
Acts 24:22, KJV¬
¬
The word "perfect" in the previous verse is derived from the¬
Koine Greek word "akribesteron", which means "more exactly"¬
or "more perfectly". It is synonymous with "more fully" or¬
"more completely". In similar fashion, our Salvation will¬
likewise be more perfect, full and complete on the day that¬
we each receive our new Resurrected Body, and enter into the¬
full realities of the Spirit World. It is for this reason¬
that at the sound of the Seventh Trump, we are told the¬
following in the Book of Revelation:¬
¬
"But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he¬
shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished,¬
as he hath declared to his servants the prophets."¬
Revelation 10:7, KJV¬
¬
Concerning my previous question regarding whether or not you¬
should trust me, my answer may surprise some of you. I think¬
that a fair, honest and humble answer to this question would¬
be to say that while you can trust me, you should not trust¬
me completely. What!? Please don't be so surprised. I have¬
never made the claim of being infallible. I am human after¬
all. Thus, I can make mistakes and misunderstand God's Word¬
just like anyone else.¬
¬
Please remember what I said earlier. I embrace what I refer¬
to as an evolving theology. In other words, as I learn more,¬
I must be willing to change what I believe and teach. This¬
has been an ongoing experience in my life for the past fifty¬
years. If any of my younger readers think that God gives you¬
the full truth of His Word all in one big lump sum, well, I¬
am sorry to disappoint you, but you are seriously mistaken.¬
Learning and understanding God's Word is a lifelong process;¬
and even then it probably does not end.¬
¬
If I can teach you one important lesson in this article aside¬
from our need to express humility in our understanding of the¬
Word of God, it is that the more that I read and study the¬



Scriptures, and the more that I understand them, the more I¬
actually realize how little I really do understand. It is a¬
humbling realization which we all need to experience. Having¬
said that, I urge all of you to never become so deceived in¬
your own mind, and so convinced that you know and understand¬
so much, that your own pride and vanity become your worst¬
enemies, and bring you down. As we learned in part one, the¬
Apostle Paul wrote as follows:¬
¬
"Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to¬
be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be¬
wise . . . And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he¬
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know."¬
1 Corinthians 3:18, 8:2, KJV¬
¬
Let me also add that if the Lord does see fit to reveal to¬
you some new and exciting truth in His Word -- at least it¬
is a new revelation for you personally -- as the Apostle¬
James admonishes us, please receive the engrafted word with¬
a spirit of meekness. Furthermore, please don't hoard God's¬
"Good Gold". Rather, freely share His revelations with your¬
friends in a true spirit of humility, and not as if you are¬
some great one who deserves a pat on the back. Consider the¬
following group of verses:¬
¬
"Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of¬
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word,¬
which is able to save your souls."¬
James 1:21, KJV¬
¬
"And when they were come to him, he [the Apostle Paul] said¬
unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into¬
Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,¬
Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many¬
tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait¬
of the Jews: And how I kept back nothing that was profitable¬
unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you¬
publickly, and from house to house, Testifying both to the¬
Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and¬
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ."¬
Acts 20:18-21, KJV¬
¬
"Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.¬
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed¬
with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace¬
to the humble."¬
1 Peter 5:5, KJV¬



¬
So as you can see, throughout the Bible, we are repeatedly¬
told that God honors people who are clothed in humility, and¬
not those who are puffed up against their own brethren due¬
to their own pride and vanity. Furthermore, as we have also¬
seen, we must apply this same principle to our understanding¬
of God's Word, because as Paul writes, we know nothing yet¬
as we ought to know, and to think otherwise is to deceive¬
ourselves.¬
¬
As the following verses reveal, God expects each of us to¬
be firmly established in our faith, to grow in the level of¬
our spiritual maturity, and to grow in our understanding and¬
knowledge of His Word. However, all of these things must be¬
done in a spirit of true humility:¬
¬
"When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a¬
child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put¬
away childish things. For now we see through a glass,¬
darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then¬
shall I know even as also I am known."¬
1 Corinthians 13:11-12, KJV¬
¬
"Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in¬
malice be ye children, but in understanding be men."¬
1 Corinthians 14:20, KJV¬
¬
"Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the¬
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the¬
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we¬
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and¬
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of¬
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to¬
deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into¬
him in all things, which is the head, even Christ."¬
Ephesians 4:13-15, KJV¬
¬
"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so¬
walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished¬
in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with¬
thanksgiving."¬
Colossians 2:6-7, KJV¬
¬
"Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,¬
let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the¬
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith¬
toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of¬



hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal¬
judgment."¬
Hebrews 6:1-2, KJV¬
¬
"Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before,¬
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the¬
wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace,¬
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.¬
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen."¬
2 Peter 3:17-18, KJV¬
¬
As I mentioned earlier, the mysteries of God's Word are given¬
to each of us to understand incrementally -- over a period of¬
years -- and according to our personal faith and willingness¬
to accept them. As we have already discovered, if we are not¬
careful, we can become so blinded by our preconceived ideas¬
concerning what the Scriptures mean, that our speculations¬
can become idols which prevent us from discovering the real¬
Truth of God's Word. The result of our lack of faith, and our¬
unwillingness to accept those things which the Lord desires¬
to reveal to us, is that we unknowingly place a limit on what¬
He is able to give us. And it is indeed limitless; for as¬
King David wrote in the Book of Psalms:¬
¬
"I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land¬
of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it."¬
Psalm 81:10, KJV¬
¬
While the previous verse is probably referring to miracles of¬
the past in which the Lord provided for the Israelites during¬
their forty years of wandering through the wilderness, and¬
thus is a promise of the Lord's provision, it also reflects a¬
spiritual reality as well. As the Apostle Peter informs us in¬
his first Epistle, in a sense, we are all spiritual children.¬
We are babes; and similar to a real mother, the Lord has an¬
unlimited supply of "spiritual milk" from which we can draw¬
our spiritual nourishment, as we see by the following verse:¬
¬
"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that¬
ye may grow thereby:"¬
1 Peter 2:2, KJV¬
¬
The Prophet Malachi also wrote the following verse regarding¬
the Lord's provision for His children. Not only does the Lord¬
promise to provide for us, but He encourages us to challenge¬
Him to prove Himself, just as He proved Himself to Jacob for¬
twenty years in the Book of Genesis:¬



¬
"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may¬
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the¬
LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven,¬
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room¬
enough to receive it."¬
Malachi 3:10, KJV¬
¬
You will notice that in order to be partakers of the Lord's¬
many blessings -- including revelations from His Word -- we¬
must first meet His conditions. This includes seeking first¬
the Kingdom of God, obeying the Lord, and diligently studying¬
His Word. Following are some additional verses which can be¬
applied in both a physical and a spiritual sense. The Lord is¬
more than able to provide both our physical and our spiritual¬
needs when we are pleasing Him. All we have to do is ask in¬
faith, and believe that we have been heard:¬
¬
"Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee¬
the desires of thine heart."¬
Psalm 37:4, KJV¬
¬
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;¬
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that¬
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him¬
that knocketh it shall be opened."¬
Matthew 7:7-8, KJV¬
¬
"And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,¬
believing, ye shall receive."¬
Matthew 21:22, KJV¬
¬
"But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that¬
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and¬
tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any¬
thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all¬
his ways."¬
James 1:6-8, KJV¬
¬
"And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we¬
ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if¬
we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we¬
have the petitions that we desired of him."¬
1 John 5:14-15, KJV¬
¬
In this case, we are most interested in obtaining a clearer¬
understanding of prophetic events. Thus, if we sincerely ask¬



the Lord to show us what the ancient prophecies mean, then we¬
must have the faith to believe that the understanding which¬
we are given has been guided by His Holy Spirit. Of course,¬
if we are wise, we will also try -- or test -- the spirits,¬
in order to determine if the revelations we are receiving are¬
really from God, and not just from our own minds, or perhaps¬
even from Satan or a deceptive, lying spirit. Please consider¬
the wise advice that is found in this set of verses:¬
¬
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that¬
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of¬
truth."¬
2 Timothy 2:15, KJV¬
¬
"And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by¬
night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue¬
of the Jews. These were more noble than those in¬
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all¬
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,¬
whether those things were so."¬
Acts 17:10-11, KJV¬
¬
"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits¬
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are¬
gone out into the world."¬
1 John 4:1, KJV¬
¬
Concerning receiving revelations from the Lord, I am reminded¬
of something which Mary said when she was moved by the Holy¬
Spirit to go visit her cousin Elizabeth in the hill country¬
of Judah. Consider this verse:¬
¬
"He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he¬
hath sent empty away."¬
Luke 1:53, KJV¬
¬
To reiterate, whether we have physical needs or spiritual¬
needs, the Lord promises to provide for us if we are truly¬
seeking first His Kingdom, and are pleasing in His sight. If¬
you would like to learn more about this topic, you may want¬
to read the article "Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God". Just¬
remember that insofar as revelations are concerned, the only¬
source that we should trust completely is God's Word, the¬
Bible. Furthermore, I do not believe that the Lord will ever¬
reveal something to us which contradicts His written Word.¬
So again, please make sure that if you do receive any new¬
revelations from the Lord, that they are in full agreement¬



with God's Word. Any modern revelations which we receive¬
should supplement God's Word, and not contradict it.¬
¬
While there are certain doctrines within my current belief¬
system about which I am very adamant -- such as the need for¬
all men everywhere to believe in and accept Jesus Christ as¬
their Lord and Savior -- for reasons which I already stated,¬
I do not apply this same firmness to Bible prophecies. As I¬
have already made clear, I humbly recognize and admit that I¬
am not infallible in this area. At this current time, no one¬
fully understands all Bible prophecies except for the Lord¬
Himself, because He is the One who gave them to His servants¬
the Prophets so long ago. As such, as He chooses to reveal¬
more to me, and as I am able to understand it, I will update¬
my articles, until the day in which I have obtained a more¬
perfect knowledge of the Truth.¬
¬
As my longtime readers will no doubt already know, I always¬
endeavor to support my beliefs by providing verses from the¬
Scriptures. Doing so has been my personal practice for many¬
years now, because I want my readers to place their faith in¬
God's Word, and not just in me, or in anything that I say or¬
teach. Now, if you read what I have to say, and examine the¬
Bible verses that I share, and agree with my point of view,¬
well, great! However, if you are not convinced by the verses¬
that I share, then so be it. In such a case, we will simply¬
have to agree to disagree. After all, you must believe and¬
live according to your faith, and I must do the same. As the¬
Apostle Paul writes:¬
¬
". . . Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind."¬
Romans 14:5, KJV¬
¬
If you do happen to disagree with my conclusions -- which is¬
obviously your right to do -- my one piece of advice to you¬
would be this: Please make sure that in disagreeing with me,¬
you are not also disagreeing with what is plainly stated in¬
God's Word. You can disagree with me all you want, just don't¬
contradict the Scriptures.¬
¬
Of course, at the same time, if you do happen to disagree¬
with my understanding of God's Word, please don't expect me¬
to engage in a doctrinal debate with you,  because that is¬
one thing which I refuse to do. As I explain in the article¬
entitled "Should Christians Engage in Doctrinal Debates?", I¬
consider doctrinal debates to be a waste of time, as well as¬
an exercise in futility. I have much more important things to¬



do with my time, other than argue with people over doctrines.¬
¬
In conclusion, regardless of whether we agree or disagree¬
with each other in a doctrinal sense, let's all agree to be¬
clothed with humility in our understanding, and to treat¬
each other with a degree of civility and respect, as is¬
fitting for Christian brethren, until such time when the¬
Lord will finally open all of our eyes to the many wonders¬
of His magnificent Word. As King David of old was inspired¬
to write:¬
¬
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out¬
of thy law."¬
Psalm 119:18, KJV¬
¬
With that verse, I will now bring this article to a close.¬
It is my hope that you have found it to be both informative¬
and enlightening, and I pray that it has been a blessing in¬
your life as well. If you have an account with Facebook,¬
Twitter, Tumblr or with any other social network, I would¬
really appreciate if you would take the time to click or tap¬
on the corresponding link that is found on this page. Thanks¬
so much, and may God bless you abundantly!¬
¬
For additional information, you may want to refer to the¬
list of reading resources below which were also mentioned in¬
this article, or which contain topics that are related to¬
this article, and which are likewise located on the Bill's¬
Bible Basics web server.¬
¬
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